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OUTCOME OF THE SEVENTH MEETING OF THE GROUP OF EXPERTS ON 

SAFETY OF NAVIGATION (SAFE NAV 7-2016) 
 

Introduction 

0.1 The Seventh Meeting of the HELCOM Group of Experts on Safety of Navigation (SAFE NAV 7-
2016) was held on 29 September 2016 in Copenhagen, Denmark, in accordance with the decisions of SAFE 
NAV 6-2015 and HOD 49-2015. 

0.2 The Meeting was attended by Delegations from Denmark, Finland, Lithuania, Poland, Russian 
Federation and Sweden. The Estonian participation was cancelled due to illness. The List of Participants is 
contained in Annex 1. 

0.3 The Meeting was chaired by Mr. Carsten Jensen, Danish Maritime Authority. Mr. Valtteri Laine, 
Trafi, and Mr. Andreas Holmgren, Swedish Transport Agency acted as Secretaries of the Meeting. 

0.4 Mr. Carsten Jensen welcomed the participants to the Meeting and to Copenhagen. 

 

Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the Agenda 

1.1 The Meeting adopted the Agenda as contained in document 1-1.  

 

Agenda Item 2  Information from the Secretariat 

2.1 The Meeting took note of the outcome of HELCOM SAFE NAV 6-2015 (document 2-1). 

2.2 Denmark informed the Meeting that the IMO had adopted amendment to the Inshore Traffic 
Zone (ITZ) of the TSS in Bornholmsgat, which will come into force on 1 January 2017. The proposal had been 
discussed previously at the HELCOM SAFE NAV 6-2015 meeting. Denmark appreciated the support at the 
IMO. 

2.3 The Meeting took note of the information on the outcomes of recent HELCOM meetings 
(document 2-2). 

2.4 The Chairman informed the Meeting that the Joint HELCOM-VASAB Maritime Spatial Planning 
Working Group had continued their efforts in lateral coordination in the Baltic Sea. 

2.5 The Chair further informed that HELCOM 37-2016 had adopted the revised HELCOM 
Recommendation 25/7 on safety of winter navigation, which was useful information. 

2.6 The Chairman informed the Meeting that from 1 January 2017 Norway is ready to host the 
HELCOM AIS network, as this arrangement has been discontinued by Denmark. The Meeting expressed its 
gratitude to Denmark for hosting the AIS network for the previous ten years, and to Norway for taking over 
the task. 

2.7 The Chairman informed the Meeting about the updated HELCOM Baltic Sea Clean Shipping 
Guide that includes information on Under Keel Clearance prepared by the SAFE NAV group.   

2.8 The Meeting took note of the information on the Baltic LINes project (2016 - mid 2019) led by 
BSH in Germany, which plans to propose planning solutions for energy corridors and shipping lanes from the 
Maritime Spatial Planning point of view (document 2-3). 

2.9 Sweden commented that spatial planning has become an important and extensive matter in 
Sweden and around the Baltic. Conflicts between different interests and overlapping areas of concern within 
the spatial planning are common, especially in regards to ship traffic. In regards to the close connection 
between shipping and the future spatial planning, Sweden suggested that the SAFE NAV group could be used 

http://vasab.org/index.php/projects/baltic-lines
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to discuss and to spread information on the importance of safety of navigation to other HELCOM groups in 
regards to spatial planning. The co-operation within HELCOM could also serve as a good forum to exchange 
information on the ongoing work with spatial planning in the different member states. The international 
consultation between countries will be an important issue for the spatial planning, especially for ship traffic 
as it is an international business. The Meeting agreed with this opinion.  

2.10 The Meeting noted that the BSHC/HELCOM Revised Baltic Sea Harmonised Re-survey Scheme 
could demonstrate where essential ships’ routeing were in use in regard of maritime spatial planning. 

2.11 Finland commented that the same coordinate system should be used among the Baltic Sea 
countries in order to avoid problems with geo data. The Meeting agreed with this opinion. In addition, Finland 
shared a web link to MSDI working group bathymetric database (http://www.bshc.pro/).  

2.12 The Meeting agreed that HELCOM SAFE NAV group should co-operate and share information 
with HELCOM-VASAB Maritime Spatial Planning Working Group. 

 

Agenda Item 3  Accidents and ship traffic in the Baltic Sea 

3.1 The Meeting considered ship accident statistics and related developments (document 3-1). A 
substantial discussion went on of ship accident statistics and possible ways ahead of dealing with this issue.  

3.2 Mr. Valtteri Laine, Finland, gave a presentation about the revision of HELCOM annual accident 
report (Presentation 1). 

3.3 The Meeting noted the information and supported the new way of reporting and requested the 
Secretariat to continue with the new method and to coordinate the collection of data with the responsible 
bodies in each member state. 

3.4 The Meeting also agreed that a new chapter “Global overview of accidents” is not necessary as 
the global statistic of accidents was difficult to compare with the accidents in the Baltic Sea.  

3.5 The Meeting also noted and requested the HELCOM Secretariat to make a contact list for 
accident reporting. The contact list should consist of contacts in each HELCOM member state that are 
responsible to fill in and report the accident data. 

3.6 The Meeting also agreed and requested the Secretariat to include the different sources of 
accidents data (e.g. HELCOM data, EMCIP and Lloyds) in the report to show the relationship between 
different data sources.  

3.7 The Meeting requested the Contracting Parties to submit accident data from the year 2015 
according to the reporting form (Attachment 2 of doc. 3-1). 

3.8 The Meeting took note of the information that Denmark, for the time being, was unable to 
submit data to HELCOM. The requirements in the EU directive 2009/18/EC on investigation of accidents, 
where the maritime accident investigation board is transferring data to the EU EMCIP database, would be 
the baseline of delivering data. Denmark is currently seeking into resuming of submitting data to the HELCOM 
Secretariat on the basis of extraction from the EMCIP database. The Meeting noted that Finland as an interim 
solution could assist with extracting the Danish accident data from EMCIP for 2015. Denmark would revert 
to Finland in this matter. 

3.9 The Meeting took note with interest of the HELCOM led project “Open-Source tools for regional 
risk assessments for improved European preparedness and response at sea” (OPENRISK), which has been 
approved for funding by DG ECHO on 9 September 2016 and will be running for two years during 2017-2019 
(document 3-2). 

3.10 Mr. Valtteri Laine, Finland, gave a presentation of the HELCOM OPENRISK project (Presentation 
2). 

3.11 The Meeting noted the information provided by Finland and looked forward to see the result 
and the outcome of the project in the future. 

http://www.bshc.pro/
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3.12 The Meeting took note that the OPENRISK project focuses on risk assessments for prevention, 
preparedness and response and will identify best practices and crate a joint open & free toolbox for such 
regional risk assessments based on previous work (e.g. BONN BE-AWARE projects, HELCOM BRISK, REMPEC 
MEDESS-4MS) and latest developments in the field. The main milestones for this work will be a series of four 
inter-regional workshops on PPR risk assessment best practices - planned to take place every six months 
(indicatively spring 2017, autumn 2017, spring 2018 and autumn 2018) with the participation of European 
regional response organisations and other parties. 

3.13 The Meeting welcomed the new project and requested that the SAFE NAV participants could be 
invited to the workshops, kept closely in contact with the project implementation as well as provided the 
opportunity to comment drafts as it is dealing with the core expertise area of SAFE NAV. 

3.14 The Meeting discussed the collection of incident reports from VTS and/or SRS systems for the 
risk assessment activities of the HELCOM OPENRISK project.  

3.15 The Meeting agreed to assist the project by establishing contact information between the 
HELCOM Secretariat and the VTS and/or SRS authorities in order to get VTS and/or incident reports of their 
countries. The information should be sent latest on 30 November 2016 to the Secretariat 
(maritime.response@helcom.fi ). 

3.16 The Meeting agreed that HELCOM should make an official request of VTS and/or SRS incident 
reports from the period 2014-2016 to the countries.  

3.17 The Meeting took note that in addition to accident data the HELCOM coastal countries have 
been requested to submit historical data series of significant spills in the Baltic Sea in order to compile a list 
of response operations at sea and on the shore, and lessons learnt from these operations. 

 

Agenda Item 4  Under Keel Clearance 

4.1 The Meeting took note of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Clean Shipping Guide 2016 (document 4-1) 
and especially Chapter VIII containing information on Under Keel Clearance in the Baltic Sea. The Guide 2016 
was also distributed in printed copies during the Meeting. 

4.2 The Meeting found the Guide which included information on Under Keel Clearance as useful and 
invited the Secretariat to promote the Guide.  

 

Agenda Item 5  New and existing routeing measures in the Baltic Sea 

5.1 The Meeting considered document 5-1 on Defining and updating HELCOM Cat I & II shipping 
routes in the Baltic Sea submitted by Finland (Presentation 3 by Mr. Seppo H. Mäkinen). 

5.2 The Meeting invited each Contracting Party to closely study and, if needed, revise the Cat I & II 
areas in their waters based on up-to-date hydrographic surveys and current commercial shipping AIS info to 
ensure safe navigation in their waters. The Meeting highlighted the importance of this work and requested 
the Secretariat to forward the message to the HELCOM MARITIME contacts and Heads of Delegation, as 
appropriate. 

5.3 The Meeting requested the Contracting Parties to report the revised situation and measures 
taken on revising the Cat I and II areas in their waters at the SAFE NAV 8-2017 meeting. 

5.4 The Meeting took note of the information provided by Finland that sailing in deep water reduces 
emissions and fuel costs of shipping.  

5.5 The Meeting was informed that the project FAMOS (Finalising the Baltic Motorways of the Sea) 
should be completed by the year 2020. 

mailto:maritime.response@helcom.fi
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5.6 The Meeting discussed the proposal on a routeing project for Skagerrak and Kattegat submitted 
by Denmark and Sweden (document 5-2) and commented the main topics on the draft layout of the routeing 
project as follows: 

5.7 The Meeting took note of the information and agreed that The Skagerrak/Kattegat sea area is a 
high risk area for navigation and safety improvements are needed. The Meeting noted the comments of the 
member states present at the Meeting and agreed that the proposal in general was very positive. The 
proposal would make the navigation in the area more clear and predictable.  

5.8 Russia commented that it had been noted from the English Channel approaches that some 
accidents had occurred in precautionary areas. 

5.9 The Meeting took note of the request from Denmark and Sweden to support their proposals in 
the IMO when submitted.  

5.10 The Chairman asked to deliver the suggestions and comments on the proposal to the competent 
authorities of Denmark or Sweden. 

5.11 The Meeting took note of the information by Poland that the project on the extension of the TSS 
“Słupska Bank” to the IMO as amendment to the existing routeing measure was still in progress. 

 

Agenda Item 6  Charts and bathymetry 

6.1 The Meeting took note of the new web version of Mariners´ Routeing Guide Baltic Sea 
established by the Danish Hydrographic Office and presented by Denmark online for the Meeting (document 
6-1), available at present via the links www.balticseanavigation.com and later also via 
www.balticsearouteing.com . 

6.2 The Meeting noted the information and thanked Denmark for all the work they have laid down 
with the Mariners´ Routeing Guide Baltic Sea. The Meeting also agreed that that the free web version of the 
Guide looks very good and that it was logic and easy to use. The Meeting also took note of the information 
that the printed version is still available for purchase as chart 2911 (INT 1200) Mariners' Routeing Guide Baltic 
Sea, which is published by Bundesamt für Seeschifffahrt und Hydrographie (BSH).  

 

Agenda Item 7  Any other business 

7.1 The Chair informed the Meeting of the recent revisions to the FAL Convention in respect to the 
administrative reporting requirements, and the reporting formalities in the EU, and their relation to safety of 
navigation. 

 

Agenda Item 8  Next meetings and contacts 

8.1 The Meeting took note of the list of contact addresses and observers of HELCOM SAFE NAV 
(document 8-1) and updated it as contained in Annex 2. 

8.2 The Meeting agreed that the next meeting of SAFE NAV will be held in Sweden and welcomed 
the information that Swedish Transport Agency will host the meeting. The meeting will most likely take place 
at the Arlanda airport on 28 September 2017. 

8.3 The Chair further invited other member states to consider hosting a future SAFE NAV meeting. 

  

http://www.balticseanavigation.com/
http://www.balticsearouteing.com/
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Agenda Item 9  Outcome of the Meeting 

9.1 The draft Outcome of the Meeting has been prepared in co-operation with Mr. Carsten Jensen, 
Chair of the Meeting, Mr. Andreas Holmgren of Sweden, Mr. Valtteri Laine of Finland and the Secretariat. 
The draft Outcome was circulated to the participants on 6 October 2016 for tacit approval by 13 October 
2016. The final Outcome, incorporating the comments received from the participants, will be prepared by 
the Secretariat in consultation with the Chair of the Meeting and made available in the HELCOM Meeting 
Portal. 
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Annex 1 List of Participants  
Name Organization Email address Telephone 

Chair 

Carsten Jensen Danish Maritime Authority cgj@dma.dk +45 2248 3729 

Denmark 

Jes Carstens Danish Geodata Agency jc@gst.dk +45 4059 7038 

Finland 

Valtteri Laine Finnish Transport Safety Agency (Trafi) valtteri.laine@trafi.fi +358 400 644198 

Seppo H Mäkinen Finnish Transport Agency seppo.h.makinen@fta.fi +358 295 343420 

Lithuania 

Alfridas Ulozas Lithuanian Maritime Safety Administration alfridas.ulozas@msa.lt +37046469696 

Poland 

Ryszrd Wawruch Maritime Office in Gdynia ryszard.wawruch@umgdy.gov.pl +48 58 355 3311 

Russia 

Vladimir Vasilyev CNIIMF vasilyev@cniimf.ru +79219694103 

Sweden 

Andreas Holmgren Swedish Transport Agency andreas.holmgren@transportstyrelsen.se +46 10 495 3328 

Johan Skogwik Swedish Transport Agency johan.skogwik@transportstyrelsen.se +46 10 495 3337 
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Annex 2 Contact addresses of HELCOM SAFE NAV  

NAME  ORGANIZATION E-MAIL ADDRESS 

CONTRACTING PARTIES 

DENMARK 

Carsten Jensen 
 

Danish Maritime Authority cgj@dma.dk  

ESTONIA 

Peep Kaurla 
 

Estonian Maritime Administration Peep.Kaurla@vta.ee  

FINLAND 

Valtteri Laine 
 

Finnish Transport Safety Agency 
(TraFi) 

valtteri.laine@trafi.fi  

Tuomas Martikainen 
 

Finnish Transport Agency 
 

tuomas.martikainen@fta.fi  

Antti Nironen 
 

Finnish Transport Safety Agency 
(TraFi) 

antti.nironen@trafi.fi  

Aleksi Uttula 
 

Finnish Transport Safety Agency 
(TraFi) 

aleksi.uttula@trafi.fi  

GERMANY 

Kai-Oliver Twest 
 

Federal Maritime and Hydrographic 
Agency 

kai.twest@bsh.de  

LATVIA 

Madars Dilbergs 
 

Maritime Administration of Latvia 
Maritime Safety Department 

madars.dilbergs@lja.lv  

LITHUANIA 

Alfridas Ulozas 
 

Lithuanian Maritime Safety 
Administration 
Vessel Traffic Monitoring Division 

alfridas.ulozas@msa.lt  

POLAND 

Wojciech Zdanowicz Ministry of Infrastructure and 
Development 
Department for Maritime 
Transport and Shipping Safety 

wojciech.zdanowicz@mgm.gov.pl  

Bogdan Rojek 
 

Maritime Office in Gdynia dim@umgdy.gov.pl  

RUSSIA 

Vladimir Vasilyev 
 

Central Marine Research and 
Design Institute 

vasilyev@cniimf.ru  

SWEDEN 

Andreas Holmgren 
 

Swedish Transport Agency andreas.holmgren@transportstyrelsen.se  

OBSERVERS 

WORLD WIDE FUND FOR NATURE (WWF) 

Mattias Rust 
 

WWF Sweden mattias.rust@wwf.se  
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